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the ridge. From the left, they clambered over great shattered 
boulders and slabs, then, turning to the right a mushroom-like 
splinter in the gap before the last tower, they climbed. over this 
latter by a human pyramid. Now to the left to a crack and up this 
to the top of the tower, point 3870 m. (new Siegfried),3 whence the 
summit of the Bietschhorn was attained comparatively easily. 

Communicated. 
[The first traverse of the S.E. arete required 2! days. On the 

first day the party bivouacked near the last gendarme but two of 
the' level' portion of the ridge; on the second day they bivouacked 
in the notch before the last ' rocky eminence,' but, except for the 
loss of the rucksack 4 (when the party had to descend to the surface 
of the Baltschieder Glacier!), they could have attained the summit 
of the mountain before nightfall of the second day.] 

THE PuNTA MINUTA FROM THE NORTH AND OTHER 

CoRSICAN AscENTS. 

ON May 12, 1932, I met Walter Risch in Ajaccio. Following the 
advice of my friend Marcel Kurz I had taken my car to Corsica, and 
very thankful I was to him for the tip. When one has to weigh one's 
holidays on the golden scales of time, one gains considerably by car 
travelling on the island. The Corsican is a care-free, timeless type 
and does not understand the meaning of hurry. 

Risch and I went straight to Calaccuccia, via Piana and Corte, and 
the next evening were in the bivouac 'Grotto des Anges,' known to 
all mountaineers who have climbed in Corsica. On the following 
day we made the ascent of Paglia Orba by the S.E. face. I do not 
know if this line had been taken previously or not ; the ascent bears 
to the left of Finch's route. 

The following short account will serve as a description : 
We left the bivouac at 6.5 A.M. The rocks encountered after 

passing the tree-line were smooth. A traverse to the left led us up 
a snow gully back to a ridge in the S.E. face again. From there up 
a difficult wall to a first gendarme. A second, very difficult, gendarme 
composed of the honeycombed rock so typical of the Paglia Orba 
was climbed by Risch without assistance. We then traversed 
between the first and second gendarme to the left and reached the 
ridge again by means of a couloir, whence the face to the top of the 
Paglia Orba provided an excellent piece of climbing. 

3 The newly measured points on the ridge, as appearing on the 
forthcoming ne'w Siegfried map, will be found in the Climbers' Guide, 
1931, sketches pp. 45 and 48. 

4 A .J. 44, 317. 
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On the following day we traversed the Capo Tafonato S.W. to 
N.E., and a day later crossed over the Cinque Frati S. toW., making 
the traverse from the third to the fourth tower direct up an overhang. 
The usual route is on the northern slope. This was extremely 
difficult, and anyone so desirous can pit his strength here against the 
amazing skill displayed by Risch. With this climb we acquired the 
necessary training for the N. ridge of the Punta Minuta, which had 
been on our programme from the very beginning. 

On May 19 we left Asco and went to Stagno, through the pictur
esque valley of Stranciacone. We left the bivouac at 1 A.M. the 
following day (May 20, 1932), and in one hour crossed the moraine to 
the point where the ascent commences, i.e. the outermost point of 
the said N. ridge. We had left our ice axes in the bivouac and 
instead made use of sticks which we had previously prepared, and 
which we could throw away when no longer required. This method 
can be recommended for most Corsican tours. At the end of the 
second hour the snow line was reached. 

I cannot do better than continue the description of the tour as 
Risch set it down in his diary : 

' About 6 A.M. we reached the northern peak, 2200 m. and not 
previously climbed. A vertical face followed ; we abseiled in a steep 
gully and continued the climb, avoiding gendarmes to the E. and W. 
The ridge is everywhere accessible from the west side. 

' There followed numberless gendarmes of all grades from easy ~o 
fairly difficult. We encountered a difficult place which we avoided 
by taking a ledge on the southern slope, when, passing through a gap, 
we again reached the ridge. We expected to attain the summit 
every moment, but encountered gendarme after gendarme. A great 
tower followed, of which we made first ascent. This tower can also 
be traversed from S. toW. We climbed it up and down the same 
way, and then proceeded. A short descent through a couloir, 
followed by an ascent, led us to the ridge again. We continued to 
follow the crest, turning yet another big gendarme on the W. and 
found ourselves opposite the face leading to the summit. In spite of 
the ease with which we could have avoided this face we decided to 
climb it direct to the summit. The rocks were at first difficult
vertical in places then easier till straight under the peak. This 
last step we a voided by passing on to the S. slope, when after 13 hours 
of climb we attained the summit of Punta Minuta. On the descent 
we followed the doubtless previously taken W. face route via snowy 
couloirs, bearing traces of mouffions. In the descent theW. face must 
be traversed to the right till just below a great tower, then follows a 
short re-ascent to the ridge again. We built a big cairn and descended 
over snow.' 

In all the literature we have read we can find no record of a 
previous ascent by theN. ridge. The whole tour showed no traces 
of previous visits, so that it may be assumed without doubt that we 
had made the first ascent. It is an expedition that cannot be 
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recommended too strongly, as it is . one of the longest and probably 
most varied of all possible tours in the Corsican Alps. 

On the following day we climbed a nameless peak to the S.W. of 
our bivouac in the Stranciacone glen, which we christened Punta 
Senza Nome. This ascent was. made from N. to S., making use of a 
chimney in the E. face. Through this we ascended direct to the 
summit, where we built a cairn. On the second peak to which we 
subsequently traversed there was, however, already a cairn. 

WALTER AMSTUTZ. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

FIELD-MARSHAL LORD METHUEN. 

(1845-1932.) 

PAUL METHUEN was born on September 1, 1845, and educated at 
Eton. He joined the Scots Guards in 1864, serving in the Ashanti 
war of 1873-4, the Egyptian campaign of 1882, the Tirah expedition 
of 1897, and some minor operations. He succeeded his father as 
3~d Baron in 1891 and became a major-general in 1890. On the 
outbreak of the South African war he commanded the 1st Division 
of the 1st Corps. He fought the successful engagements of Belmont, 
Enslin and lVlodder River. At Magersfontein (1899) his force met, 
however, with a serious reverse, one which gave rise to much bitter 
and irresponsible criticism. This is not the place to discuss the 
night attack and too late deployment of the Highland Brigade, or 
the nearly successful and splendid intervention of the Guards' 
Brigade, a prototype of Loos and Cambrai . Methuen having put 
down the rebellion in Cape Colony, continued to command 
a Division right up to the time of the occupation of Pretoria. 
When 'regular' operations came to an end and Lord Roberts 
returned home in 1900, all generals senior to Lord Kitchener 
were given the option of returning to England. It was character:
istic of Methuen that, although by far the senior General in the 
country, he preferred to continue serving in a subordinate capacity, 
commanding small ' Paarde Kommandos ' of 1500 men. 

In the terribly arduous :first ' De Wet hunt ' he commanded 
numerous columns in the Magaliesberg,I and it was not Methuen's 
fault that the notorious guerilla and brigand effected the first of his 
drama tic escapes. 

These and similar operations continued up to the summer 

1 Captain J. P. Farrar and the writer had the honour at that 
time of serving under Lord Methuen's command. 
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